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result in the bloating of a few sheep.   When sensible pre-cautions are overlooked, sheep^ bloat on alfalfa and sweet ^ clover, but this should not be~held against these e'x^JtenC crops.   Sheep may bloat when fed quantities of turnips^ rutabagas, or cabbages.  Sugar-beet pulp, also, must be used cautiously at first.
When sheep are first turned on to a luxuriant pasture of alfalfa or sweet clover, they are likely to eat greedily and overload their stomachs. The danger of bloating at this time is greatly increased if the pasture is wet with dew or rain, or when the animals drink a large quantity of water after filling up with the juicy green plants. In reality, bloat is caused by the misuse rather than the use of green pasturage. If hungry animals gorge themselves during the first few days 'on such pasture, some are almost sure to bloat. This is the owner's fault rather than the crop or the animals.
Symptoms
Sometimes bloated animals are found dead in the pasture. If the flock is watched, some of the sheep may be observed to stop eating, look very helpless and anxious, and show signs of pain. The affected animals breathe rapidly and the swelling increases until the distended paunch is plainly seen on a level with or even above the hip bone. The animal does not like to move and, when forced, walks stiffly, staggers and falls down, frequently dying in convulsions. The actual cause of death is suffocation, caused by the pressure of the greatly enlarged paunch against the diaphragm. This makes breathing very difficult or impossible. The left flank is ballooned until it sometimes rises higher than the back bone of the animal.
When several sheep are affected at the same time, the losses are often heavy because bloating progresses so rapidly that the owner is hard pressed to work fast enough to treat each animal in time to save its life. Sheep appear to bloat easier and die more quickly than cattle.